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Risking One’s Life In Order To Save The Life of Another
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JCT © Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon

Sanhedrin 73a

From where is it derived that if one sees another drowning in
the river, or a beast is dragging him, or robbers are coming
upon him, he is obligated to save him? The verse states: “You
shall not stand by the blood of your neighbor.”
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Bava Metzia 62a

And Rabbi Yohanan, what does he do with this: “And your
brother shall live with you”? He requires it for that which is
taught: Two who were walking on a path and a jug of water
was in the possession of one of them, if both drink they will
die, but if one of them drinks, he will reach a settled area, Ben
Petora taught: It is preferable that both of them drink and die,
and let neither one of them see the death of the other. Until
Rabbi Akiva came and taught: “And your brother shall live
with you,” your life takes precedence over the life of another.
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Torat Kohanim, Behar

This ben Petori taught: Two who were walking in the
wilderness and in the possession of one there is only a jug of
water...ben Petori taught: Both of them should drink and die,
as it is written: “And your brother shall live with you.” Rabbi
Akiva said to him: “And your brother shall live with you,”

your life takes precedence over the life of another.
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Minhat Hinukh 296

This is simple, that which ben Petora said that both of them
should die, and he did not say that he should give it to another
and the other would live, as it is also prohibited for the other
to drink due to the blood of the other. On that basis, if one
was walking with a baby, he is certainly required to give the
water to the baby so that it will live and he will die.
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Ha’amek She’ala 129

Ostensibly, the opinion of ben Petora is difficult. Because
one is unable to fulfill: “And your brother shall live,” is he
obligated to kill himself, Heaven forfend? What benefit will
there be from what he gave the other? Rather, the matter is
that if both of them drink, both of them will live a day or
two. They will not reach the settled area, but perhaps they
will happen upon some water. That is not the case if he does
not give water to the other. He will certainly die of thirst.
Rabbi Akiva came and taught: “And your brother shall live
with you,” your life takes precedence. This means that even in

a case of uncertainty, your life takes precedence.
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Hazon Ish Yoreh De’a 69:2

Here, the reasoning of the Son of Petora is: Since there is
temporary life for both of them, as if both of them drink they
will live for the time being...if so, one's extended life does
not supersede the temporary life of another...Rabbi Akiva
held: Since one’s life takes precedence, one is exempt from

preserving the temporary life of another.
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War
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Even in a case of uncertain danger,
there is no obligation to endanger oneseif.
With regard to what danger is this stated?
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A third party
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Responsa of Mishpat
Kohen 143

Perforce...wars are an
exception to the principle:
“And  you shall live
by them,” as even an
optional war is permitted.
Where have we found
authorization to endanger
many lives in the interest
of comfort?
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Responsa of the Radbaz 5:218

Anyone who can certainly rescue
another without putting the rescuer
in danger...[or] even if there is
slight uncertainty with regard to
the risk, e.g., if one sees another
drowning at sea...he is obligated to
rescue him... and in any case, if the
risk tends more to the definite, one
is not obligated to endanger himself
to rescue another.

0"z ,u ' XY 0"y

TV XIT 117V INITTY XTI
72 [PYIN TP PRT VT AT
MNNT XYY |37 YT 13

OMY 2 ngyn' anny

Responsa of Tzitz
Eliezer 9:28

If the cure is in our
possession, where the
statement of Rabbi Akiva:
Your life takes precedence,
does not apply. We follow
the opinion of ben Petora
and one is obligated
to divide the medicine
between both of them...
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Rambam, Mishne Torah, Kings 7:15

“Who is the man who is fearful and fainthearted”? As per its
plain meaning, his heartdoes nothave the strength to withstand
the confrontation of war. Once he enters the confrontation of
war, he should rely on the Hope of Israel, and his Savior in
times of trouble, and he should know that he is fighting for
the unity of His name and he should risk his life and not fear
and not be frightened, and he should not think of his wife or
his children; rather, he should remove their memory from his
heart, and he must turn away from everything for the war.
Anyone who starts to think and contemplate during the war
and startles himself violates a prohibition, as it is stated: “Let
your heart not be faint: do not fear, do not panic, and do not
be broken before them.”

Furthermore, the lives of all of Israel are dependent upon
him, and if he does not wage war with all his heart and all his
soul, he is tantamount to one who spilled everyone’s blood,
as it is stated: “ That he shall not melt his brethren’s heart, like
his heart”

And it is stated in the Prophets: “Cursed is one who performs
the labor of the Lord deceitfully, and cursed is one who
prevents his sword from blood.” Anyone who fights with all
his heart without fear, and his intent is exclusively to sanctify
the name of the Lord is assured that he will not encounter harm
and evil will not reach him, and he will build an established
home in Israel and he will benefit himself and his children
forever, and he will be privileged to receive life in the World
to Come, as it is stated: “For the Lord will make for my lord
an everlasting house, because my lord wages the wars of the
Lord, and evil will be found in you...May my lord’s soul be
bound with a bond of life with the Lord your G-d.”
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Slaying a terrorist
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Miamonides, Mishne Torah, Murderer and Preservation of Life, Ch. 1

A murderer who killed intentionally, the witnesses or the
onlookers do not kill him until he is brought to court and

they sentence him to death.
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In what case are these matters stated, when one violated and
performed the iniquity for which he is liable to receive the
court-imposed death penalty; however, one who pursues
another to kill him, even if the pursuer was a minor, all of
Israel is commanded to rescue the pursued from the pursuer,
even by taking the life of the pursuer.

171393

VYl 13yva origx @137 maa
JIX JFT 73 NI Y MY iva
179X Iy 1an X gn
puxy xwE 93 v jop qTin
TN Y1 Te YT1a 7xay

1YY wvia

How so? If they warned him, and he is pursuing him, even if
he did not acknowledge the warning, since he is still pursuing
him, he is killed. If they can rescue him by wounding one of
the limbs of the pursuer, e.g., if they can strike him with an
arrow, or with a stone, or with a sword and sever his hand, or
break his leg, or blind his eye, they should do so. If they are
unable to aim and can rescue him only by killing the pursuer,
they kill him even though he has not yet killed...
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Mishne LaMelekh, Inflicter of Wound and Damager, Ch. 8

In the responsa of the Rivash 138 he wrote: Or perhaps, the
pursued who seeks to rescue himself by taking the life of
the pursuer, is not obligated to warn the pursuer because he
is agitated. It is written there in a manuscript of the rabbi
who authored the work: In a similar vein, they, of blessed
memory, wrote that in a case where it is possible to rescue by
wounding one of the limbs of the pursuer it is prohibited to
kill him, that halakha was stated only with regard to another
person coming to rescue; however, the pursued need not be

that precise.
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